
Welcome to the 2022 - 2023 School Year!

Cleveland Hill High School Families:

September will be soon upon us, and with that will come the return to classroom instruction, the restarting of
our clubs and activities, kickoffs for our Fall sports seasons, and preparations for events like Homecoming and
the Carnival. Needless to say, I think we are all ready to continue on with the traditions that have made
Cleveland Hill such a special place for all these years!

If you’re familiar with our school, you know that as Golden Eagles, we have a great deal of pride in our school
and community. We call ourselves the “Small School with a Big Heart,” because of the care and support that is
provided to your sons and daughters by our faculty and staff. We also follow the motto, “Once an Eagle,
Always an Eagle,” because the students who graduate from our school enter into a community that they will
always be a part of, and that will always be there for them. Additionally, several years ago we started a new
initiative, “Rise and Grind, Grind and Rise.” The idea behind this is that day in and day out our teachers get up
early and work hard for our students (Rise and Grind), to teach them that with hard work, they can overcome
any obstacles they might face (Grind and Rise). This turned into several initiatives for our school, including a
student-nominated Teacher of the Month program and an annual scholarship awarded to a graduating senior
who overcame adversity through perseverance and dedication. I share all this because I want our parents and
guardians to know just how special of a place Cleveland Hill High School is, and how much we appreciate
having their children joining us for the upcoming school year. That said, there are a few other important things
to keep in mind for the upcoming school year, so please read through the rest of this letter carefully.

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN SCHOOL AND HOME
At Cleveland Hill High School, we know one of the greatest indicators of student success is a strong
relationship between the school and home. To help make sure you are up-to-date on information and important
events and updates, please make sure your contact information is correct in your child’s PowerSchool account.
This includes both phone number and email address, as we often send out communication to both outlets. If you
have any questions about the Parent Portal for PowerSchool, please contact the High School Main Office, and
we would be happy to help you get signed up, log back in, or troubleshoot any other issues that you might be
having.

Please also remember that all quarterly reports are viewable via PowerSchool, and paper copies of report cards
are not sent out via hardcopy, without an explicit request to do so. Naturally, staying up to date on your child’s
progress and academic performance is critical, which is why we encourage regular checking of the



PowerSchool Parent Portal. We also recommend touching base with your child’s teachers, to be added as a
“guardian” to their Google Classrooms. Being a “guardian” will allow you an inside look into ongoing
assignments, due dates, and how your child is performing in that given class. For help in setting up the
ParentPortal or getting added to a Google Classroom, don’t hesitate to contact the HS Main Office.

ATTENDANCE AND TIMELINESS
Over the last few years, many of us and our students have been recommended, and at times required to stay
home from school and work due to the safety concerns of the COVID pandemic. While this was a necessity at
the time, it undoubtedly has had negative impacts on the overall academic achievement of our students, and is
something we are working diligently to overcome. Although COVID is not entirely behind us, heading into the
2022-2023 school year, we are reestablishing a focus on promoting regular and consistent attendance for our
students. Research proves that students who regularly attend school are more connected and have better overall
academic success.

Attendance Policy and Earning Credits:
As a reminder, Cleveland Hill High School has a firm Attendance Policy for students to remain in
active status and to earn the necessary credits to keep them on track for graduation. This means that
students may not have more than 20 absences in a full-year, 1.0 credit course, and no more than 10
absences in a half-year, 0.5 credit course. Throughout the course of the year, letters will be sent out
updating you on the status of your child’s attendance in each class, if they are in danger of becoming
inactive. However, this information is also available at your fingertips, by logging into the ParentPortal
and checking your child’s PowerSchool account.

Attendance is one of the most powerful predictors of academic achievement, and having your child
present and ready to learn each day will benefit them, their classmates, and our whole school
community. Let’s work together to ensure your child has excellent attendance and can get the most out
of their learning opportunities this school year. We know that there are a wide variety of reasons that
students are absent from school, some of which are unavoidable. For a list of excused absences, please
refer to the “PARENTS” tab of the High School website. What truly hinders a student’s growth and
development is the accrual of an excessive number of unexcused absences and tardy arrivals. It is our
promise to you, to provide as much assistance as possible, with several staff members on hand, to help
you and your child in developing routines and structures that will help to make sure they are present and
on time each day. However, we cannot do this alone.

Parent/Guardian’s Role:
At Cleveland Hill High School, every day is a chance for our students to get better. We miss your child
when they are not at school, and we value their contributions to our school community. We also
recognize that absences have a detrimental effect on their learning and development, which is why we
rely on our parents and guardians to create a standard and expectation that school is a requirement, and
that there is value to attending regularly. If your child is going to be absent for an excused reason, please
contact the school with as much advance notice as possible, either by phone, email, or a hand-written
note. If you have any questions about whether or not a child’s absence is excused, please feel free to
contact us. Please also encourage your child to consistently attend and participate in the school
community. We have a variety of clubs, athletic teams, and musical opportunities to take advantage of.



Working Together:
Although illnesses and accidents do occur without warning, please take a look at the 2022 - 2023 School
Calendar in advance, and plan potential appointments accordingly. Avoid taking trips or vacations on
regular school days, and if a medical appointment needs to take place during the day, try to make it as
early or as late as possible, to decrease the overall amount of class time missed. Additionally, you can
monitor your child’s attendance via PowerSchool, and you will receive Attendance Letters every
marking period, if there are any concerns.

What we often hear from students who missed school or arrive late is that they were up too late the night
before, on their phone or playing video games. You can help curb this behavior by enforcing appropriate
house rules and guidelines, to ensure that your child gets the sleep they need to be prepared for the next
day. While there are several strategies for this including “no phones or electronics in the bedroom,” or
contacting your cellular provider to put time limitations on access to certain apps, we can also work with
you to address specific issues with a plan that suits you and your child best.

If you have any particular questions or concerns about your child’s attendance, tardiness, or another related
issue, please contact your child’s counselor or one of the building administrators for support.

CELL PHONES AND DEVICES
Recent studies have shown that there is a direct, negative correlation between learning in the classroom and
being in possession of a cell phone or other personal electronic device. Student attentiveness and focus is
hindered by the notifications, texts, and alerts that bombard our students’ devices over and over throughout the
day. While it is important for students to learn how to self-regulate their usage of one of these devices, we also
know that it is our (the partnership between parents/guardians and school) responsibility to assist them in this
development, which at times means creating restrictions and boundaries. Our practice is to allow students the
freedom to possess and maintain personal devices, until they demonstrate that it is a responsibility they can’t
handle on their own.

At that point, we will look for parent/guardian support in helping to create healthier habits for cell phone use.
This can include handing the phone into the teacher or putting it in a cell-phone caddy in the classroom, or
possibly turning the phone into the office for the school day. On the parent/guardian end, it can include calling
your cell phone provider to restrict the use of the device or specific apps during the hours of the school day, or
not sending the device in with your child for a period of time. While there are a variety of approaches we can
take, we know that it is paramount for your child’s success to develop the ability to maintain a healthy
relationship with their personal devices.

As one final point, although devices make it easy and convenient to communicate with your child during the
day, please recognize that their priority is still the instruction taking place in their classes. Please limit
communications with your child only to those non-academic times in their schedule (study halls, lunch, etc),
and remember that in the event of an emergency, you can always contact the Main Office if you need to
communicate with your child.

ACADEMIC SUPPORTS AND SERVICES
Our school has a well developed Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Model which provides a scaffolded
matrix of academic, behavioral, and social emotional support for our students. While we do have early



intervention measures in place to identify students in need of these supports, our parents/guardians play a
critical role in ensuring that their son or daughter has what they need to be successful. If at any time you feel as
though your child may be struggling in one of the aforementioned areas, please contact his or her school
counselor (Mr. Stapleton, A-K, Mrs. Fahey, L-Z) and they can submit a referral to one of our support teams
based on your concerns. Additionally, if your child is identified by one of their teachers or through one of our
screening tools as being in need of support, we will contact you and explain all steps of the process, including
possible interventions that will be put in place for your child. All in all, our aim is to ensure that your child has
what they need to be successful, and to maintain the partnership between school and home that will help get
them there.

CLUB AND ACTIVITY INVOLVEMENT
As a final note, I encourage you to make sure your child is signed up for one of the many clubs, sports, or
activities that our school offers. As a small school, one of the easiest ways to build a connection and
relationships is by trying something new. Unlike larger schools, being on a team or in a club isn’t based on
some innate talent or having a private tutor or coach. Our aim is to provide safe and welcoming opportunities
where our students can learn, grow, and develop in something they might be interested in. On top of that, being
a small school allows our students to be involved in more than one club, sport, or activity, which will help them
become more well-rounded for the future. I welcome you to check our website for more information about the
clubs and activities we offer, and encourage you to talk to your child about getting involved.

In closing, I can’t express how excited I am to kick off another school year at Cleveland Hill High School.
Working together, I am confident that we can help your child reach new heights and accomplish great things
during their time with us. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
See you in September!

Regards,

Timothy J. Wiles
High School Principal
Cleveland Hill UFSD
twiles@clevehill.org
716.836.7200
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